August 2010 News Letter
A.M.A. Chapter # 3123 LM.AA. Chapter # 480

Editor: Bill Robinson: bill@rgflyers.org

Meeting Minutes August 4, 2010 September
At Ratley (lub Seenetary Meeting Notice
The August 2010 meeting of the Rio Grande R/C flyers was called to The September meeting
order at 7:00 P.M. by club President Bill Robinson. There were 18 peo- ||| will be held on Wednesday
ple present at Rudy’s BBQ in Pharr. September 1st at
7:00 PM. The meeting
Minutes of the July meeting were approved as published in the News- will be at Rudy's restau-
letter. rant, located at 209 W.
Nolana In Pharr.
Roger Bell reported a balance of $696.00 in the treasury after mowing The club usually arrives
expenses. He also stated that the balance included dues from three at 6 PM for dinner with
new members. The field seems to be in good condition, thanks to Rog- the meeting beginning

er and other members for their work recently. at 7 PM.
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There were no safety issues to report for the past month.

Old Business:

SINCE 1936

Bill reported the current membership is now 56.

Bob Barry (Special events coordinator) reported on upcoming events.

The SMASH club is sponsoring a Float fly in Elsa on Saturday 11th of September. September 18th
is the Fun fly at Bomber Field, and September 25th was selected for the “Takeoff and Grow” (TAG)
event at Penitas Field. More information from Bob on this event will be posted later.

Brad reported that there will be a Helicopter Fun fly on August 7th and 8th at Rebel field in Mer-
cedes, beginning at 8:00 A.M. Contact Brad for more information.

There was a lengthy discussion by several members concerning use of the grill and trash issues at
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the field. If the grill is used, it should be left clean. Noth- |~ __ . . _ _
ing left inside. There is no garbage pickup at the field. Calendar of Events
The garbage can is there for special events. Remember
- “If you bring it to the field, take it with you when you @o Gran
leave.”
New business:

R/C Flyers
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Roger suggested that the club set a date for another vis- :
it to Bennack field. Bill stated that the end of October .
might be the best time. No date was set. : . |8:/_7|8(;8 Heli Funﬂy Rebel

I e

i - 8/21 Smash Funfly

1 o 9/7 Club Meeting @

| Rudy’s

I, 9/11 Smash Float Fly

l 7 9/18 Bomber Field

|

|

0 9/25 TAG event @ Penitas

SMASH club Fun fly is scheduled at the Rio Hondo field
on Saturday August 21st. All are invited.

Several members stated that they enjoyed having flyers
from the Tejas Club as guests recently. Roger met with
the Tejas club and issued an open invitation to all their

members.

Next meeting: September 1st, Rudy’'s --- Meeting Ad-
journed 7:35 P.M.

RC Combat
By Bob Barry

As promised, this month’s article du jour is about one of the most intense r/c events out there. Alt-
hough | have only tried this once, | have to say that it was a white-knuckle roller coaster for the entire
5 minutes. When the round was over, | had to rest for a bit because of all the intense focus that was
needed to stay in the fight and not get caught. In r/c combat, four or more airplanes enter the com-
bat arena with 30-ft crepe paper streamers attached to the rear of their planes and try to cut the
streamers from their adversary’s plane without losing their own. Typically four rounds are flown and
the pilot with the most cuts and longest remaining streamer wins.

There are several classes of combat events where competitors can participate and get official scores
and rankings on a national basis. The Open class allows the pilot to use any kind of airplane they
choose with a couple of restrictions. Open-A is restricted to airplanes with a maximum engine size
of .15 and maximum weight of 2.5 Ibs. Open-B has a maximum engine size of .30 and weight of 3.5
Ibs. There is also a Limited-B class where the minimum weight is 3.25 Ibs and maximum wingspan
is 63 inches and maximum engine size of .30.



The next class is Scale. The model must be up to a 48” span scale replica of a pursuit, fighter, or
attack aircraft produced or in service between 1935 and 1955. Models are to be scaled to a wing-
span of no more than 48 inches and no less than 40 inches. Engine and weight restrictions are the
same as for Open-B. See the May 2010 issue of Model Aviation. There is also the 2548 Scale
class which is similar to the Limited-B class with a select group of airplane types allowed. Lastly, we
have the Slow Survivable Combat or SSC. This class has restrictions similar to the Open-A class.
For complete descriptions of the different classes and rules visit www.rccombat.com.

No that | have all the messy blah, blah, blah out of the way, let's see how we can participate and
have some heart-pumping r/c fun! Most of you have seen me flying my SPAD (simple plastic air-
plane design) around the field. The guys out at SMASH have had a number of people flying this
same sized plane equipped with .40 engines in pylon racing (also loads of fun). Tex Long makes
the airframe for about $30, all you do is add your engine, radio and fuel tank. Tex also makes them
in the right size for Open-B to use a .25 or .30 engine. These SPADs are naturals for combat as that
is what they were originally designed for. See
www.spadtothebone.com for plans on how to build
your own. They are made from coroplast and rain
gutter downspout and can take quite a beating and
survive. A balsa and monokote plane would be
toothpicks after a mid-air, but not these guys. All it
takes is 4 pilots who want to give it a try and we can <=2
start the battle! I'll bring the hard hats and stream-
ers. Even if you don’t want to fly the event, we can
use your help for spotters, scorers, timers, etc. Just
come and watch; | guarantee it will get your heart

pumping.

From the newsletter of the Radio Control Club of Detroit, Clinton Township, Michigan

Understanding Deans Connectors
by Phil Laperriere

As | continue to discover more and more about th
thing that I initially think is a big problem turns out to have a simple solution once | understand the nuts and
bolts about it. Il 6d |I'i ke to share one of my | ate
|l 6ve al ways been very mechanical and understood

confidence about using tools and getting the feel for them very quickly in order to make them work for me.
That being said, | found myself getting a little rattled just using a soldering gun as | was putting together the
isystemo on -powerprojectsAfter putchasing the nootor, speed controller, and battery, | eager-
ly started to string things together.

| started by soldering the bullet connectors to the three wires coming off the motor. | spoke with Matt at the
Prop Shop and he instructed me to fill the pocket of the bullet connector with molten solder, then plunge the
wire in, holding it wuntil the solder cooled. The
hands to hold the clamp while trying to melt solder into the bullet connector. | overcame this by wrapping a
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rubber band around the handle of a pair of needle nose pliers. | was then able to position the bullet connect
with no problem for assembly to the wire. | also quickly realized | had to slide the shrink tubing as far up the
wire as possible before putting the bullet connector on. There is enough heat transmitted an inch or so up tf
wire to shrink the shrink tube.

Now it was time to solder the Deastyle connector onto the battery leads and the speed controller. One
month ago | didnét have the foggiest idea what &
Prop Shop and trying to tie them into my power system.

| read the instructions on the back of the pouch that the connector set
came in, and the instructions told me to tin {apply solder) to the

wires and connectors then touch the two together, add a little heat and
you should have a good bond, ready for shrink tubing right? Wrong! By
the time | was able to melt the solder on the connector, the tab had melt-
ed the outside of the connector, allowing the tab to move out of position.
Also, it seemed like an extended period of time before the solder would
cool enough for handling due to heat being retained in the connector
body. I also found that the bond between the wire and the tab was not
very strong and was easily pulled free.

After a long frustrating struggle, | was successful at getting one set of
connectors soldered in place. However, when | tried to plug the two con-
nectors together, the tabs were so far out of alignment due to the melting of the outside shell, they simply
would not go together. After ruining three or four pairs of connectors, | finally stumbled upon a solution.

| found if | first plugged a set of connectors together and after-

ward started the tinning/soldering process. | had much bet C|Ub ShlrtS & Custom Items

success at a well aligned connector. | also noted that the

joint seemed to cool quickly along with the tab alignment r¢

g)ar:zg]c%cl)?taztgzgcdl ?Sgglk:gr %Egtgg?,gdnt%tgﬁoﬁgﬁ'gg\gﬂg The club has confracted with Embroidie for club related
) \ . ) graphics and Logos. You can take your shirts to the store and

hold in a vise for soldering. A couple of other observatlon_s they will embroider them for you. It takes ahout a week

want to point out that seem to make sense to me after goir

through the process of assembly are as follows: Prica Ligt -

Option 1 Large logo an back Mame on right chest $23.00

Lightly sand the tab where you intend to solder, giving the| 89}@“% gpw&%mfllﬂgqon'—&ef}r CheSft] $3U-1UU oo G
mat er | al an o p p or t un | t y f o ption p MEFCAN EXd3 TIas 1 0On each sleeve ]

Always assemble the female portion of the connector to th

battery side. By doing thi | i k
ently short out your battery because the terminals are not ¢ < EmbrOIdh \>

posed. U.H.ALL‘!DI’I!S\M'ITII:WEI'[D
Embroidie- McAIIen
Maintain a standard for your connectors for positive versu Phoe: 566838006 Fax 956-683.8308
nega tive. Doi n g t hi s 1 y O u 0 E-Mal!.mcallenln@embroldme.cum v X ik
. . . Website: wunw embroidme-mealents.com
ing between batteries and speed controllers. Typically, De PN 10151 UeAen TY 801
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Connectors recommend the wide end be utilized as the positive side.

Have an extra set of connectors available that a
power up the speed controller when doing assembly. Also, if you do utilize a set only for assembly, be sure tc
put the shrink tube over the exposed terminals to minimize the risk of a short.

Use shrink tube over your solder joints. Shrink tubes serve two purposes. First and foremost, it acts as an ins
lator, minimizing the potential for a short. Second, it adds strength to the wire just behind the solder joint re-
ducing the opportunity for wire fatigue.

Good |l uck and donét | et the electrics scare you.
electrics, the amount of confusing information was intimidating. Learning and understanding a piece at a time
starts to add up quickly, making the process man.

will help you in your own building.

Tips & Tricks

Prop Balancing

| just read in a post about how a propeller was balanced by removing some of the tip of a blade. The
better way to balance a propeller is by sanding the back (flat side) of the heavy side near the tip.
You can also balance by applying clear dope, colored dope, or CA to the lighter blade. The CA can
be sanded for smoothness.

Plugged CA Applicators

The long, thin CA applicator tips work great, except when they’re clogged or gummed up with dried
glue. After you've finished using them, soak them in acetone; they will be clean and will last forever.
This will even work for tips that have dried CA on them, and it works great on spray-can nozzles too.

—the above tips are from the newsletter of the Rogue Eagles R.C. Club, Medford, Oregon




