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Editor: Bill Robinson: bill@rgflyers.org

Meeting Minutes May 5 2010 June
Meeting Notice
The May 2010 meeting of the Rio Grande R/C flyers was called to or-
der at 7:00 P.M. by club President Bill Robinson. There were 20 people The June meeting
present at Rudy's BBQ in Pharr. will be held on Wednesday
June 2nd at
Minutes of the April meeting were approved as published in the News- 7:00 PM. The meeting
letter. will be at Rudy's restau-
rant, located at 209 W.
Roger Bell reported a balance of $791.00 in the treasury due to 1 Nolana In Pharr.
lawnmower repair. The club usually arrives
at 6 PM for dinner with
There were no safety issues reported by John Bearden the safety of- the meeting beginning

ficer. at 7 PM.
Old Business: |V —
The Fun Fly was a success again. Bob Barry (Special events coordi- \'—l\?,ﬂ:f
nator) did a great job with the events. Bob and Dave Hansen came is Ai NA
very close on the 40 class Pylon race. Bob came in first. Bill raced with SINCE 1936
IRicky. On the Giant Scale, Roger came in first with his 40,000 horse-

power monster.
New Business:

Upcoming events are:

« Tri-Club event sponsored by the Tejas Flyers.

« IMAA event on June 4th through the 6". Gary Dye will be attending.

« Lake Jackson event on June 12™. Roger, Rick, and Dick Meyers will be.attending.
You can contact any of the members listed above if you are interested in attending any of these

1




Rio Grande RC Flyers — The Fly Paper May 2010

events as well. &T 1
Dick Meyers gave a presentation on how and where to : :
get a Hi-tech 2.4GHz transmitter module with great sav- : :
ings. Contact him if you're interested. I I
| |

Dave Mann has moved to an area where a 1,000 ft. : :
crop duster air landing field is available to him and his | |
guest. ltis located near Tower Rd. and the Santa Anna : :
Refuge. He will give further details at the next meeting. I
5 June 2 Club Meeting@ |

Next meeting June 5th, Rudy's. Meeting was adjourned : Rudv’s :
at 7:25 P.M. with no objections. | y |
= June 6 Club FunFly !

1 o June 4-6 IMAC Summer |

PR '_f | |

- £y : Event :
'—-mﬂ_._ Ll —J i 0 June 12 Lake Jackson Fly
oo | in |

| |

| |

! ]

Fun Fly Pylon Races April 11, 2010
Bob Barry Reporting

Planes of every description filled the skies over Penitas as the club members prepared for the py-
lon races. There were foamies, warbirds, sleek sport planes, and giant gas-powered biplanes. A
moderate southeast wind and cloudy skies with a small chance of rain prevailed throughout the
day. Julio’s home-made flying contraption climbed high into the April sky and disappeared into the
clouds, only to reappear a moment later and drop a skydiver to herald the opening of the races.

The first heat featured Bill Robinson flying his new favorite, the
Kaos, and Ricky Martinez with his trusty Stik. Streaks of red and
white blazed around the pylons with Bill winning the heat. Next
up, Dave Hansen flying his Stik against Bob Barry and his
“Super” Sonic. Lap after lap the two flew nearly wingtip to wingtip
trading the lead back and forth in what had to be the most excit-
ing race of the day. Bob won the heat by a plane-length. For the
final match in the 40 Class, Bill and Bob faced off over the field.
Once again, this was a close race with both competitors trading
the lead. Finally, Bob pulled away in the last couple of laps to win
the 40 Class race.
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In the 60-90 Class, it was Joseph Kouzez flying his Revolver and Bob flying his Corsair. Bob flew
with a handicap as one of his retracts would not go up (besides the fact that the Revolver flies like a
hot knife through butter). Joseph won the race by 1-2 laps! Next up, the Unlimited Class featuring
Roger Bell and his 2,000 hp Ultimate biplane versus Gary Dye flying his 100 hp Extra 260 (?). The
big gas engines roared through the air pulling their guidance systems behind them. Low-level turns
with these monster models gave the impression that they were ready to hit the ground at any time,
adding to the excitement of the race. In the end, Roger’s monster engine
pulled his biplane to victory.

As the sound of the great gas engines finally gave way to the sounds of the
wind and the voices of the spectators, the final pair of aerial racers took center
stage. Gary with his Focke Wulf and Bob with his Sea Fury took to the air with
electron powered planes. Gary’s more powerful engine had no trouble pulling
away from the Sea Fury and winning the race by 2 laps.

Thanks to all the competitors, spotters, and spectators, a great time was had
by all. Join us on June 6 for the next Fun Fly, where the main event will be a
dead-stick spot landing. A second event will be held if time and interest al-

lows. Originally on the schedule for June is a bomb drop but we skipped the
Touch-n-Go’s this time. Suggestions for the events are welcome at anytime.

PRESIDENT TO PRESIDENT
Incident Action
by Dave Mathewson, AMA President

Between 12 columns each year for Model Aviation magazine, four for Park Pilot magazine, and six for the
AMA Insider, | write 22 columns annually for AMA publications. In each of these columns | try to keep our
members updated and informed about current issues affecting the model aviation community and the positive
things that aeromodeling encompasses. So | gave considerable thought as to whether or not | wanted to write
this particular column. In the end | felt that this story is important and worth telling. Read to the end and | think
you'll agree.

An incident occurred April 16 when an AMA member who was flying a 450-size electric helicopter in a Tampa,
Florida, public park lost control of the model and injured a young woman walking in the park. It appears that
after calling 911, the pilot and his friends stayed with the injured person until EMTs arrived, then picked up
their equipment and left. The local authorities will probably cite the men for ignoring a local ordinance against
flying in that park.

This is an unfortunate incident that casts a cloud over what we do as model aviation enthusiasts. The local
FOX News affiliate picked up on the story and ran a piece that included video that, by most standards, could
be considered pretty graphic.

The potential for collateral harm to all of us as a result of this incident is significant. I've been asked a number
of times whether or not the pilot and his friends involved were AMA members. In the end I’'m not sure it mat-
ters. The news piece didn’t say, “Park visitor injured by AMA member (or non-AMA member) flying a model
helicopter.” It said, “Park visitor injured by toy model helicopter.”
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The non-modeling public that watched that news story will now have a negative perception of model aviation
and question the safety of our models. To complicate matters further, the incident occurred in a major metro-
politan community park system that already had a ban on flying models.

This incident will reverberate throughout the country and, no doubt, will become a topic of discussion with au-
thorities of other park systems. AMA has many chartered clubs that have operated safely for years in local
parks, and we are watching closely to make sure that we do what we can to support our members and clubs
that may be challenged now as a result of this incident.

However, what follows is the reason | decided to write this column. I've been a modeler for a long time. In all
of those years, other than regarding the frequency reallocation issue a couple of decades ago, | don’t think
I've ever seen the aeromodeling community come together as it has with this situation.

AMA has an internal response plan for incidents like this. We were notified of the accident by an officer of the
International Radio Controlled Helicopter Association (IRCHA), one of AMA’s Special Interest Groups. This
triggered our response, which included working with IRCHA to identify a local responsible, articulate, RC heli-
copter pilot, Rolando Perez, who could speak on camera.

AMA’s public relations manager spoke with Mr. Perez to go over significant points that should be made re-
garding AMA'’s Safety Code and record. In addition, our PR manager spoke directly with the FOX reporter, by
phone about model aviation and all of the positive aspects of modeling. A statement was issued by AMA.

At the same time, modelers from 33 states and 14 countries — some AMA members and some not — came
together on popular Internet forums to express their concern over the incident and what had happened to this
young woman. An initiative was even launched to generate donations to help her offset expenses. Members
of the local RC helicopter community made the effort to ensure that the local media were made aware of all of
the positive aspects of model aviation and the value we bring to communities. As a result, in a short follow-up
piece FOX News spoke about the positive “groundswell” of reaction from the “national modeling community”
and the concerns expressed by modelers. Go to www.myfoxtampabay.com/dpp/news/local/hillsborough/422-
police-interview-model-craft-operators to see this coverage.

The mother of the young woman expressed gratitude for the outpouring of support she has received from
concerned aeromodelers.

Sometimes it takes something like this to make everyone realize that the common denominator between all of
us is model aviation. It doesn’t matter what type of model we fly, or maybe even whether or not we are all
AMA members. While it was a terribly unfortunate incident, it provided us with the opportunity to show that the
majority of us are responsible, safety-conscious individuals, and that we are protective of what we do as mod-
el aviators. And this is why | wrote this column.

Out of a bad incident came a lot of good. The public has now had the opportunity to see the positive in what
we do and that we are a caring, concerned group. The efforts by everyone here will pay some dividend some-
where. It was a good job by all. And because of the actions of everyone involved in reacting to this accident, |
think I've maintained my string of writing about the positive things that aeromodeling has to offer.

See you next time...



