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Meeting Minutes October 7, 2009  

Art Ratley 
 
Meeting Minutes October 7, 2009 
 
The October 2009 meeting of the Rio Grande flyers was called to order 
at 7:00 P.M. by club President Bill Robinson. There were approxi-
mately 23 people present at Rudy's BBQ in Pharr. 
 
Motion by Bob, second by Roy to approve the minutes of the Septem-
ber meeting as published in the newsletter. Motion carried. 
 
Roger Bell passed out tickets for the Grand raffle and reported a bal-
ance of $2205.00 in the treasury. This balance includes the donation 
by Art Brock. Roger suggested that consideration for extending the 
runway would be a good way to honor Art's wishes by using that 
money he gave the club for this project.  
 
John Bearden reported that some pilots are violating the rule regarding 
where the planes are placed on the ground before takeoff and where 
they stop after landing. The line near the pilot stations should be observed for the starting and 
stopping point.  
 
Bob Barry gave a detailed report on the very successful Tri-Club fun fly that was held on Sunday 
Oct. 4th.  
 
There was discussion about the Tejas 1st Annual San Juan air show on Sat. 17th and Sun. 18th of 
October. Rick Martinez will be the contact to organize the RGFlyers club to participate as a group 
on Sat. 17th. Information can be obtained from the Tejas website. Pilots will register at the field 

November  
  Meeting Notice  

 
The November meeting 

will be held on Wednesday 

November4th at 

7:00 PM. The meeting 

will be at Rudy's restau-

rant, located at 209 W. 

Nolana In Pharr. 

The club usually arrives 

at 6 PM for dinner with 

the meeting beginning 

at 7 PM. 
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Tri-Club Fun Fly 2009 

Bob Barry 

FunFly Committee Chairman 
 

The Tri-Club Fun Fly competition for 2009 took place on Sunday, October 4th at the Rio Grande R/C Flyersô 

field in Penitas.  The sky was overcast and the winds were 10-15 mph out of the south, giving a crosswind 

level of difficulty to the events.  The club presidents picked events and the Loops & Rolls, 2-min Touch & Go 

and Dead-Stick Spot Landing were chosen.  Bob Barry gave the 

pilotôs briefing, pilots picked their competition numbers, and 

the events began about 10:30.  Rio Grande had 4 contestants 

(Bill, Mark, Phil, Bob), while both Tejas and SMASH had 5 

contestants each. 

 

Art Ratley was the Chief Score-Keeper and Roy Richmond, 

Brad Wood and Gary Dye were the official timers and scoring judges.  Despite the windy conditions, some 

great times were scored in the Loops & Rolls event.  Paul Flinchbaugh of the SMASH club finished in 28 sec-

onds; our own Phil Johnson nailed it in 35 seconds; and Tejasô Bert Hahn finished in just over 60 sec.  Top 
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and will be expected to pay a landing fee and possibly a 
parking fee. All are invited. 
 
November 22, 2009 is the date for the annual charity fun 
fly. All clubs are invited. Bill noted that last year, this 
event was very successful and a large amount of money 
was donated to the Food Bank. There will be a $20.00 
donation landing fee for each pilot again this year and 
will include the meal. Roger agreed to chair the food 
committee with Brad assisting. Bob Barry will handle the 
flight operations. Fred Mentzer and Roy Richmond 
agreed to chair the clean up teams on Saturday and af-
ter the event on Sunday. Many volunteers are needed to 
help these guys. One person should not have to do all 
the work. Let these chairmen know if you are willing to 
help. There will be a lot of people at this event. 
Editors Note: Extra Raffle tickets are awarded for partici-
pation  
 
The Grand raffle drawing will be held at the December 
meeting. 3 Gift Certificates of $200.00 each will be 
awarded at that time. 
 
Nominations for new officers will be at the November 
meeting with the election at the  
December meeting. Nominations will include: President, 
Vice-President, Secretary, Field Marshall, Safety Officer, 
and Newsletter Editor. Serious consideration should be 
given this task. Think about it!!!!! 
 

Calendar of  Events  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Q Oct 17 & 18 San Juan 

Airshow  
Q Nov 4th Club Meeting @ 
Rudyôs 

Q Nov 21 Field Clean-Up 
@10 AM 

Q Nov 22 Annual Fly-In 
Q Dec 2 Club Meeting @ 
Rudyôs   

Q Dec 6th Club FunFly 
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Wings over the Rio Grande Valley 
By Iwilltell Thestory (famous reporter) 

 

Penitas Field October 4, 2009. A day that will live in the minds of many Avia-

tion enthusiasts for years to come. Automobiles filled the parking area as far 

as the eye could see. The light cloud cover and the strong south wind was the 

setting for the long awaited 8th annual Tri-club Fun Fly. This was the scene 

Sunday morning, but the story begins on Friday. Roger Bell and Roy Rich-

mond worked tirelessly cleaning and repairing at the field. Saturday was a 

work day at the field for the RGFlyers club. Workers included, Roger, Bill, 

Bob, Art, Brad, Lawrence, and Wilson. Everyone had a hand in the Outhouse 

cleaning, which was scrubbed from top to bottom. But someone noted that it 

might not pass Fred Mentzer's inspection if he had been here. Fred is usually 

the head Head cleaner. You could feel the excitement rising when the installa-

tion of the new FAA approved Wind sock was to take place. Brad volunteered 

to climb onto the roof for this very important job. Everyone could tell that it 

was a good one, as it immediately rose on the pole to a position parallel to the 

ground. Bob had previously painted the target areas on the runway for the 

competition, so the field was now ready for the main event on Sunday. 

 

When I arrived, planes were in the air for a few practice flights. Charlie Rose 

gave a good demonstration of slow flight control with his Sig Senior Kadet. 

You could see what the cross wind landings would be like. Julio Madrigal 

gave the crowd another show with his "Whistler" high altitude, out of sight 

through the clouds, high speed dive back to a perfect dead stick landing.. Bob 

Barry (Special events coordinator) had done a fantastic job organizing this 

event. There were three teams of five pilots from the Smash, Tejas, and 

RGFlyers club. The Tejas club was represented by: Burt Hahn, Cliff Colyer, Xavier Pruneda, Edward Rivas, 

and Julio Madrigal. The SMASH club had: Tex Long, Charlie Rose, Paul Flinchbaugh, and two others. The 

RGFlyers club pilots were: Bob Barry, Bill Robinson, Mark Self, Phil Johnson, and Roger Bell. Roger was a 

little late due to food preparation responsibilities, so he was not able to participate in the flying. 

 

After the drawing for order of performance and registration of the pilots at 10:00 A.M, the three events were 

explained to the contestants. Timers, scorekeepers, and judges were ready for the first event. The timed loop 

scorers in the 2-min Touch &Go were: Phil Johnson-100, Paul Flinchbaugh-80, Charley Rose (SMASH)-70.  

On the Dead Stick Spot Landing, only 3 contestants managed to score; Bob Barry-20, Phil Johnson-10, Julio 

Madrigal (Tejas)-10.  It was a close contest with only 2.2 points between first and third place!  When all the 

scores were tallied and averaged, Rio Grande R/C Flyers came out on top!  Great job guys! 

 

Following the flying, a fine lunch of hot dogs, beans, chips and desserts was served.  Thanks to Roger Bell and 

Brad Wood for doing all the cooking!  A number of people from both visiting clubs expressed their thanks for 

putting on a well-run event.  Next year we defend our title at the Tejas grass field in San Juan. 
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and roll series with a touch and go was very close. Most of the contestants were within the two minute range. 

The two minute timed touch and go series for points on the target area was a little more challenging, especially 

with the strong crosswind. Phil Johnson did manage to score 100 points on this event. The climb and glide 

dead stick landing on the target proved to be the most challenging event. Not many hit the target area for 

points. It was a great show by all of those courageous pilots. 

 

Bob Barry (Special Events Coordinator) worked diligently 

calculating all the information gathered from the competi-

tion and announced that the RGFlyers club had retained 

the Tri-Club Fun fly Trophy for the second year. Con-

gratulations were extended to all the competitors. 

 

One of the favorite parts of the day was just about to be-

gin. Thanks to Roger 

Bell, Brad Wood, and others who prepared the Gourmet 

meal. Bill announced that 

the food was ready. It didn't take long for the plates to be 

filled. Phil Johnson was recognized for the best decorated 

plate. (Picture was taken). Wilson was seen moving through the crowd to see if there might be something 

within reach. I will tell you that, when that dog looks up at you with those big eyes, a smile on his face, and 

that tale wagging, he looks like a politician running for office. 

 

It was a good day. Thanks to all who participated and supported this annual event. 
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